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Philippians 3:7-20 
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, 
I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on 
the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point 
you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we 
have already attained. 

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you before 
and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ…  

 
This morning we are taking a look at three prisoners of war: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
as we continue our Faces of Our Faith sermon series. Our second scripture reading takes place 
during the exile. The Babylonians after conquering Jerusalem began the process of taking the 
strongest, smartest, and richest and scattering them around the empire. The cream of that crop 
was then taken to the capital to see if they would be able to benefit the king and the empire. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are found to be the best of the best and are appointed as 
administrators over the province of Babylon, the capital.  
 
If you recall from Sunday School classes or Vacation Bible Schools of old, King Nebuchadnezzar 
set up a gold statue, we are never told what the gold statue is supposed to be, but when the 
people hear the band strike up then the people were called to worship the gold statue. But 



Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down and worship. At first, the King was 
oblivious to that fact but others who saw were quick to tattle on the three. 
 
Which brings us to our second reading Daniel 3:13-28. 
 
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not 
worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound 
of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship 
the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 
to present a defense to you in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that 
his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was 
customary, 20 and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So the men were bound, still 
wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was 
so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the 
furnace of blazing fire. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 
“Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the king, “True, O 
king.” 25 He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are 
not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.”  26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the 
door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the 
Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from 
the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered 
together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of 
their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came 
from them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s 
command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own 
God. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are faced with a situation that we can never truly 
understand. They are alien residents living in a strange land with different customs, goals, and 
religion. They are renamed, stripped of their identity and religion. Their original names are 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Each name had a special meaning: Hananiah means “God is 
gracious,” Mishael means “Who is like God?” and in the case of Azariah it means “God keeps 
him.” Their new names are now in reference to the Babylonian gods, for example Abednego 
means “servant of Nego.” Nego was a reference to the God Nabu the patron god of scribes, 
literacy, and wisdom. 
 
It was during the exile that the majority of the Hebrew Bible actually got written down as the 
Jewish people struggle to hang on to their faith and their identity. And for Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego that struggle comes with a dangerous consequence. The three refuse to bow 
down and worship the gold statue even when faced with death. 
 
Now a major mistake that we can make with this passage is to break it down to a formula. They 
believed in God. They obeyed God. Therefore, God saved them. But that’s not how it works. 
They didn’t hold onto their faith because they knew they would be saved. They did what was 
right knowing that in all probability they would die. As they said “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 
no need to present a defense to you in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But if not, 
be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 
 
I’m a big Lord of the Rings fan and right now Asher and I are reading through the series. One of 
the things I love about the story is that the characters are constantly faced with impossible 
odds and there is a part of them that believes they will lose and yet they keep on fighting. They 
keep going and muster whatever hope they can cling to. In one of the scenes, Frodo begins to 
lose all hope and can’t seem to find the will to keep going. 
 

“I don’t like anything here at all.” said Frodo, “step or stone, breath or bone. Earth, air and 
water all seem accursed. But so our path is laid.” 
 
“Yes, that’s so,” said Sam, “And we shouldn’t be here at all, if we’d known more about it 
before we started. But I suppose it’s often that way. The brave things in the old tales and 
songs, Mr. Frodo, adventures, as I used to call them. I used to think that they were things the 
wonderful folk of the stories went out and looked for, because they wanted them, because 
they were exciting and life was a bit dull, a kind of a sport, as you might say. But that’s not 
the way of it with the tales that really mattered, or the ones that stay in the mind. Folk seem 
to have been just landed in them, usually their paths were laid that way, as you put it. But I 
expect they had lots of chances, like us, of turning back, only they didn’t. And if they had, we 
shouldn’t know, because they’d have been forgotten. We hear about those as just went on, 
and not all to a good end, mind you; at least not to what folk inside a story and not outside it 
call a good end. You know, coming home, and finding things all right, though not quite the 
same; like old Mr. Bilbo. But those aren’t always the best tales to hear, though they may be 



the best tales to get landed in! I wonder what sort of a tale we’ve fallen into?” 
 
“I wonder,” said Frodo, “But I don’t know. And that’s the way of a real tale. Take any one that 
you’re fond of. You may know, or guess, what kind of a tale it is, happy-ending or sad-ending, 
but the people in it don’t know. And you don’t want them to.” 

 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego didn’t know what kind of tale they were in a happy-ending 
or a sad-ending but they did what was right anyway. They had no guarantees. 
 
Today is a big day. Today we celebrate Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, God’s 
presence with us and the gift of the church. We celebrate the confirmands completing 
Confirmation and deciding to become members of the church. And we celebrate coming 
together and worshipping in the sanctuary once again. We have a lot to be grateful for this day. 
 
But, like Frodo and Sam or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, we don’t know what kind of tale 
we are in. We have no guarantees in this life. We are citizens of heaven, resident aliens, here 
and now. And we are surrounded by a culture that doesn’t uphold the same values as we are 
called to live out and follow. Can we refuse the temptation to not bow down and worship the 
gods of success, material gain, selfishness, and nationalism (to name a few)? Are we able to 
stand up for what we know is right as we follow the God of love, selflessness, sacrifice, and 
peace? 
 
In our first reading that Cathay read Paul is writing to the church in Philippi encouraging them 
to continue on the path laid out before them, to continue running the race. He writes: 
 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Okay, now stick with me. One of the things that has always fascinated me is that in all the 
different time travel stories there is always a warning about not changing the slightest thing in 
the past because it might have a huge impact on the future. And not too many people question 
it, it makes sense. And yet right now we don’t realize how the smallest act we do can have a 
huge impact on the future.  
 
The butt of many jokes relating to the church is that when someone is baptized or when 
someone completes confirmation class then we don’t see them anymore. And one of the 
reasons is stays a joke is because there is an element of truth to it. But in the majority of those 
cases, it is also because the parents stop coming to church afterwards too.  
 
The choices we make today has an impact on our kids tomorrow. And that impact then effects 
the next generation and the generation after that. 
 



So that decision to run the race, to not bow and worship the gods of this world and culture, is 
not solely for the glory of God, but it’s for our children, for the future, and for the future of this 
church, Christ’s church. And it is not a decision we make once. But like Frodo and Sam, or 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, or the Apostle Paul, it is a decision we have to make daily. 
What god will we bow down and worship? What god will we follow?  
 
We have no guarantees in this life---- but one, and that’s God the Creator, Jesus our Savior, and 
the Holy Spirit, whom we celebrate this Pentecost Sunday. 
 
May we choose that God. 
May we bow down and worship our God. 
May we run the race towards our God. 
 
In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


